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Overview 
Vicodin is a popular prescription medication used to relieve moderate to severe pain. It 
combines two active ingredients: hydrocodone, an opioid pain reliever, and 
acetaminophen, a non-opioid pain reliever and fever reducer. Vicodin works by altering 
how the brain and nervous system respond to pain. The medication is widely prescribed 
but tightly regulated due to its potential for addiction and abuse. 

History 
Hydrocodone, the main ingredient in Vicodin, was first synthesized in Germany in 1920. 
It was approved by the U.S. FDA in 1943 and has been widely prescribed for pain relief 
since then. Vicodin itself is a brand name that combines hydrocodone with 
acetaminophen. Hydrocodone has been one of the most commonly prescribed opioids 
in the United States, with the country consuming 99% of the global supply as of 2010.​ 

FDA Status of Vicodin 
Vicodin is an FDA-approved medication classified as a Schedule III controlled substance 
due to its moderate to low potential for physical and psychological dependence. The 
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FDA regulates Vicodin strictly because of its opioid content, which carries risks of 
addiction, abuse, and overdose. It is approved for the treatment of moderate to severe 
pain and cough suppression in adults.​ 

Vicodin Uses 
●​ Relief of moderate to severe pain when other non-opioid treatments are 

insufficient 
●​ Suppression of nonproductive cough in adults (due to hydrocodone’s antitussive 

properties)​
Vicodin is usually prescribed for pain resulting from injuries, surgeries, or chronic 
conditions such as arthritis or cancer pain.​ 

How Vicodin Works 
Vicodin's efficacy is mainly due to hydrocodone, which binds to opioid receptors in the 
central nervous system (brain and spinal cord), reducing the perception of pain. It also 
suppresses the cough reflex via action on the brain's cough center. Acetaminophen 
enhances pain relief but does not carry the risk of opioid addiction.​ 

How to Buy Vicodin Online? 
Purchasing Vicodin online should be done cautiously: 

●​ Only buy from licensed and verified online pharmacies that require a prescription 
from a licensed healthcare provider. 

●​ Avoid websites that offer Vicodin without a prescription—they are often illegal 
and unsafe. 

●​ Consult your doctor to obtain a genuine prescription that can be submitted to a 
certified online pharmacy for safe delivery.​ 

Vicodin Pill Identification 
Vicodin tablets are usually white and capsule-shaped. They feature an indented score 
mark on one side and are debossed with “VICODIN” on the other. Dosage and 
acetaminophen content are sometimes printed on the pill. Different variants like Vicodin 
ES or Vicodin HP may vary slightly in appearance.​ 

Dosage Guidelines 



●​ Typical adult dose: 1 or 2 tablets every 4 to 6 hours as needed for pain. 
●​ Maximum daily dosage: No more than 8 tablets in 24 hours to avoid toxicity. 
●​ Dosage should be adjusted based on pain severity and patient response, with 

close attention to the potential for tolerance development.​ 

Overdose Symptoms 
Taking more than the prescribed dose of Vicodin can lead to serious overdose 
symptoms, including: 

●​ Cold, clammy skin 
●​ Confusion and dizziness 
●​ Difficulty breathing and slowed respiratory rate 
●​ Severe drowsiness or coma 
●​ Muscle weakness and limpness​

In case of overdose, immediate medical attention is critical to prevent fatal 
outcomes.​ 

Safety Guidelines 
●​ Use Vicodin only as prescribed and do not exceed the recommended dosage. 
●​ Avoid alcohol and other CNS depressants while taking Vicodin. 
●​ Store medication in a secure place away from children and others for whom it 

was not prescribed. 
●​ Do not share Vicodin with others, especially those with a history of substance 

abuse.​ 

Warnings 
●​ Vicodin has a high potential for addiction, abuse, and misuse, which can lead to 

overdose and death. 
●​ Respiratory depression, especially in elderly or debilitated patients, can be 

life-threatening. 
●​ Use during pregnancy may cause neonatal opioid withdrawal syndrome. 
●​ Avoid driving or operating heavy machinery due to dizziness or sedation.​ 

Active Ingredients 
●​ Hydrocodone bitartrate (opioid analgesic) 
●​ Acetaminophen (non-opioid analgesic and antipyretic) 



Vicodin Side Effects 
Common side effects include: 

●​ Drowsiness and dizziness 
●​ Nausea and vomiting 
●​ Constipation 
●​ Lightheadedness​

Serious side effects may include: 
●​ Breathing difficulties 
●​ Severe allergic reactions 
●​ Liver damage (due to acetaminophen overdose) 
●​ Addiction symptoms such as cravings and withdrawal signs.​ 

Drug Formulation 
Vicodin is formulated as a tablet containing fixed doses of hydrocodone (usually 5 mg) 
combined with acetaminophen (usually 300-500 mg). It is taken orally and available in 
immediate-release tablets.​ 

Alternatives Brands 
Other hydrocodone-acetaminophen combinations and opioid painkillers include: 

●​ Norco 
●​ Lortab 
●​ Lorcet 
●​ Vicoprofen (hydrocodone with ibuprofen)​

Non-opioid alternatives or adjunctive therapies may include NSAIDs, 
acetaminophen alone, or other pain management approaches.​ 

Vicodin Manufacturers 
Vicodin was originally manufactured by Abbott Laboratories. Currently, multiple 
pharmaceutical companies produce generic versions containing hydrocodone and 
acetaminophen under various brand names. 

Conclusion 
Vicodin is an effective opioid medication for managing moderate to severe pain and 
certain cough conditions. However, it requires careful use under medical supervision 



due to its addictive potential and risk of overdose. Buying Vicodin online should only be 
done through legitimate, licensed pharmacies with a prescription to ensure safety and 
legality. 

FAQs 
Q: Can you buy Vicodin online without a prescription? 

No, legitimate pharmacies require a prescription. Buying Vicodin without one is illegal 
and unsafe. 

Q: Is Vicodin addictive? 

Yes, Vicodin contains hydrocodone, an opioid, which can cause addiction if misused. 

Q: What should I do if I miss a dose? 

Take the missed dose as soon as you remember unless it is near the time of the next 
dose. 

Q: What are the alternatives to Vicodin? 

Alternatives include other hydrocodone combinations, non-opioid pain relievers, and 
non-drug therapies. 

Q: What are the signs of Vicodin overdose? 

Symptoms include slow breathing, extreme drowsiness, confusion, and coma. 
Immediate medical help is required. 
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