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Overview 
Tramadol is a prescription opioid medication widely used for managing moderate to 
moderately severe pain in adults. It combines opioid and non-opioid mechanisms to 
provide effective pain relief. The medication is available in various formulations and is 
regulated as a Schedule IV controlled substance in the United States due to its potential 
for misuse and addiction. 

History 
Tramadol was first synthesized in 1962 by German pharmaceutical company 
Grünenthal and became available in clinical use in Germany in 1977. It was introduced 
to the U.S. market in 1995 under the brand name Ultram. Originally thought to have a 
low abuse potential, tramadol gained rapid popularity worldwide as an analgesic 
alternative to traditional opioids. Over time, safety concerns and increased reports of 
misuse led regulatory bodies to reclassify tramadol under controlled substances 
frameworks.​ 

FDA Status of Tramadol 
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The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved tramadol in 1995. In July 2014, 
the FDA classified tramadol as a Schedule IV controlled substance to reflect its risk of 
dependence and misuse. The FDA approves tramadol for acute and chronic moderate 
to moderately severe pain management. Extended-release formulations are used for 
prolonged pain control, while immediate-release forms address short-term needs.​ 

Tramadol Uses 
Tramadol is indicated for: 

●​ Treatment of moderate to moderately severe pain in adults 
●​ Management of chronic pain conditions where non-opioid analgesics are 

ineffective 
●​ Off-label uses include treatment of premature ejaculation and restless leg 

syndrome refractory to other treatments, though opioid risks limit this 
application.​ 

How Tramadol Works 
Tramadol provides analgesia through dual mechanisms: 

●​ Opioid receptor agonist activity primarily on mu-opioid receptors leading to 
decreased pain transmission 

●​ Inhibition of norepinephrine and serotonin reuptake, modulating pain pathways 
centrally 

This unique combination reduces pain perception while providing mood elevation and 
relaxation effects.​ 

How to Buy Tramadol Online? 
To safely and legally buy tramadol online: 

●​ Get a prescription from a licensed healthcare provider after proper medical 
evaluation either in-person or via telehealth. 

●​ Purchase from accredited online pharmacies verified by regulatory authorities 
like the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (NABP). 

●​ Avoid illegal websites selling tramadol without prescription; these often sell 
counterfeit, contaminated, or unsafe medications. 

●​ Verify pharmacy credentials, licensing, and ensure secure payment and shipping 
options.​ 



Tramadol Pill Identification 
Tramadol tablets vary in shape, size, and imprint depending on dosage and 
manufacturer. Common dosages include 50 mg immediate-release tablets identifiable 
by markings specific to brand or generic manufacturers. Always cross-check pills 
through reliable pill identifier tools or pharmacist consultation to avoid counterfeit 
medications. 

Dosage Guidelines 
●​ Immediate-release: Typically 50 to 100 mg every 4 to 6 hours as needed, not 

exceeding 400 mg/day. 
●​ Extended-release: Usually started at 100 mg once daily, adjustable to a maximum 

of 300 mg/day. 
●​ Dosage varies based on pain severity, patient history, and tolerance. 
●​ Dose adjustments must consider liver/kidney function and potential for side 

effects.​ 

Overdose Symptoms 
Signs of tramadol overdose include: 

●​ Extreme drowsiness or sedation 
●​ Slow or shallow breathing 
●​ Loss of consciousness 
●​ Muscle weakness 
●​ Cold clammy skin 
●​ Seizures 

Immediate medical care is critical in overdose situations.​ 

Safety Guidelines 
●​ Use tramadol strictly as prescribed. 
●​ Avoid alcohol and CNS depressants while using tramadol. 
●​ Do not abruptly stop tramadol; tapering under medical supervision is required. 
●​ Monitor for signs of dependency, abuse, or psychological effects. 
●​ Keep the medication out of reach of children and others. 

Warnings 



●​ Contraindicated in patients with allergies to opioids. 
●​ Increased seizure risk in patients with epilepsy or concurrent use of other drugs 

lowering seizure threshold. 
●​ Caution with use in respiratory disorders due to risk of respiratory depression. 
●​ Risk of serotonin syndrome with concurrent serotonergic drugs. 

Active Ingredients 
Tramadol hydrochloride is the active compound responsible for analgesic effects. 

Tramadol Side Effects 
Common adverse effects: 

●​ Nausea, vomiting 
●​ Dizziness, headache 
●​ Constipation 
●​ Drowsiness 
●​ Sweating 

Serious side effects: 

●​ Seizures 
●​ Respiratory depression 
●​ Severe allergic reactions 

Drug Formulation 
Available as oral tablets (immediate and extended-release), capsules, oral suspensions, 
and injectable forms. 

Alternative Brands 
Alternatives include: 

●​ Ultracet (tramadol + acetaminophen) 
●​ ConZip (extended-release tramadol) 
●​ Generic tramadol tablets and capsules 

Tramadol Manufacturers 



Major manufacturers include Grünenthal, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, and multiple 
generic pharmaceutical companies worldwide. 

Conclusion 
Tramadol is a versatile opioid analgesic effective for moderate to moderately severe 
pain, with a unique dual-action mechanism. While it offers distinct benefits, its abuse 
potential necessitates careful prescription, usage, and disposal. Purchasing tramadol 
online should always be done through legitimate healthcare channels and licensed 
pharmacies to ensure safety and compliance. 

FAQs 
Is tramadol addictive?  

Yes, tramadol has potential for dependence and should be used under medical 
supervision. 

Can I buy tramadol online without a prescription?  

No, a valid prescription is required to legally purchase tramadol online. 

What happens if I overdose on tramadol?  

Overdose symptoms include severe drowsiness, difficulty breathing, and loss of 
consciousness requiring emergency care. 

Are there safer alternatives to tramadol?  

Safer alternatives depend on individual pain conditions; non-opioid analgesics and other 
therapies can be considered. 
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