Application Guidance

1. Academic Distinction

This moves beyond a simple GPA requirement to include a broader view of the applicant’s
scholastic record. It encompasses honors, Dean’s List recognition, and the rigor of the
coursework completed.

e Focus: High-level performance in core subjects, particularly in advanced mathematics,
logic, or introductory computer science courses.

o Application tip: Highlight specific challenging courses where you excelled relative to
your peers.

2. Technical Aptitude
This criterion evaluates the "hands-on" merit of the applicant. It looks for evidence that the
student has gone beyond classroom theory to build, break, or secure systems.

e Focus: Personal projects, GitHub repositories, participation in Capture The Flag (CTF)
competitions, or foundational certifications (like Security+ or Python certifications).

e Application tip: Use this to demonstrate a self-driven interest in the field that isn't
dependent on a formal curriculum.

3. Leadership and Initiative

Merit isn't just about grades; it’s about the impact an individual has on their community or field.
This keyword identifies students who take the lead in clubs, mentor others, or organize technical
events.

e Focus: Holding office in a student organization, volunteering as a tutor, or initiating a
new project or study group.

o Application tip: Focus on "action-result" statements (e.g., "Led a team of five to develop
an app that solved X problem").

4. Professional Vision
This represents the "potential" aspect of merit. Committees look for applicants who have a clear,
well-reasoned plan for how their degree will contribute to the industry or society at large.

e Focus: A strong Statement of Purpose that connects the student's current skills to a
specific future career path (e.g., specializing in Al ethics, cloud security, or software
architecture).

e Application tip: Clearly articulate the wiy behind your academic journey to prove you
are a high-value investment for the scholarship fund.



