
 
 
 
 
 

Sanford National University: Q&A 
 

• Who is Mr. T. Denny Sanford, and why is the University being renamed after him? 
o Mr. Sanford is a renowned philanthropist who has dedicated his life to creating solutions for our 

society’s greatest challenges. He is a strong believer in the value of education to transform lives and 
believes in inspiring others to aspire to make a difference in the world. He is a strong example of 
the kind of qualities we see in our students of determination, perseverance, and innovation. 

• I hear there is a gift involved. What does that mean in terms of tuition and future scholarship opportunities? 
o As a private, nonprofit university, NU constantly strives to offer our students an affordable, quality 

degree and offers a variety of scholarship opportunities, including our NU Scholars Program. 
However, this new opportunity will allow us to strengthen our efforts in this area and in many other 
areas of importance to our students.  

• When does this go into effect? 
o The name change will take place July 1, 2020, and we expect some exciting developments between 

now and then. The name change does not impact our operational status: we remain open for 
enrollment, supporting our current and future students, and are excited to have you join us in this 
transformation.  

• What does this mean for National University? 
o It provides us with an unprecedented opportunity to strengthen and expand our supports for 

students and to reimagine the future of education in new ways. We are proud of being an open 
access institution dedicated to providing a diverse student population with a quality education.  

• How will this impact my degree? 
o We believe this partnership and collaborative efforts will increase the value of our students’ 

degrees, as well as that of our alumni. As we continue to transform as an institution, the benefits 
of this partnership will be extended to the quality of services we are able to offer our lifelong 
learners. 

• If I am graduating in 2020, will I graduate from National University or Sanford National University? Do I have 
a choice? 

o The change goes into effect July 1, 2020, so we will be in touch with students who plan to graduate 
in 2020 to work through the details of which institution is incorporated into your diploma. 

• What will happen between now and July 1, 2020? 
o We will be engaging with the University community between now and December to identify some 

initiatives and projects that we will start to develop early next year that align with our strengthened 
objectives. We look forward to a big celebration to officially mark our formal renaming July 1, 2020. 

• How can the NU community get more involved in this process? 
o We will be inviting the NU community to join us for online town halls being scheduled this month 

with the NU community. You can also email us at feedback@nu.edu.  


